ONE DAY TOUR

AHMEDABAD GANDHI ASHRAM - ADALAJ STEPWELL & SWAMINARAYAN TEMPLE AKSHARDHAM
GANDHINAGAR

Ahmedabad — a World Heritage City.

Gandhi Ashram: Mahatma Gandhi, after coming back from South Africa had his first religious retreat
built in Ahmedabad's Kochrab area in the year 1915 on 25th May. The ashram was later on shifted to
one of the banks of the Sabarmati River on an open tract of land. Gandhiji named the retreat as
'Sabarmati Ashram' as it was located on the bank of the Sabarmati River that passes through
Ahmedabad. The date of the shifting is recorded as 17th June 1917. He made this transfer because he
had taken a resolve to lead life like a poor, rustic Indian who earned his livelihood through farming and
farm-related activities. The ashram served as the nerve-centre for the nation's freedom struggle. It was
from this ashram that Mahatma Gandhi launched the Satyagraha movement on 12th March in 1930 and
journeyed all the way to Dandi Beach by foot covering a distance of more than 300kms that took about
24 days. Gandhi's office was located in 'Hridaya Kunj' which was actually a cottage that was eventually
turned into a museum. Sabarmati Ashram is one of the most important monument in Indian
Independence History and today it is the first thing for a tourist visiting Gujarat to visit.

Adalaj Stepwell : Adalaj Stepwell near Ahmedabad is one of the most beautiful Step-well in India with a
perfect mixture of the Hindu and the Islamic architecture. Originally, it was being constructed by Rana
Veer Singh but was completed by Sultan Mahmud Begada of Ahmedabad as he had killed the former to
expand his kingdom. The stepwell was completed as the Queen of Veer Singh demanded its completion
from Mahmud Begada who had proposed to marry her after his husband’s demise. This resulted in the
fusion of Indo-Islamic architecture in the stepwell. This 5 storey stepwell is constructed in such a way
that sunlight cannot penetrate directly inside the stepwell which results in difference of 5 degrees
Celsius in temperature from the normal temperature. The intricate carving on the columns and the
windows of the stepwell is a treat to watch for any architectural lover.

Swaminarayan Tenple Akshardham: One of the two Akshardham of the Bochasanwasi
Aksharpurushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS), Akshardham in Gandhinagar was the first to be
constructed and completed in 1991. Built in Pink Sandstone, this magnificent structure is a sight to
behold. Thousands of people visit it every day for its beauty and also the exhibition halls and the first
Spiritual Light and Sound Show in the world ‘Sat-chit-anand’. This famous temple was attacked by the
terrorists in 2002 where around 30 people lost their lives. The main deity of the temple is Lord
Swaminarayan who is considered as an incarnation of Lord Krishna and have a ardent following in the
state of Gujarat. TOUR ENDS.



