KANI -KI-VAV STEPWELL
| GUJARAT



Step into History...

The historic town of Patan was the capital of Gujarat for over 600 years between the 8th
and 14th centuries. Under the reign of Bhimdeva, his son Karnadeva and grandson
Siddharaja, Anhilwad attained its greatest splendour and the Solanki dominion, its widest
extent and highest prosperity. There are many vestiges of structures in the form of
Temples, Tombs, Mosques, Wells and Tanks.

Stepwells, subterranean structures with steps leading down to the water level, are found
in large numbers in the arid regions of Gujarat and Rajasthan. They started as simple
structures, and in the course of time, evolved to become aesthetically pleasing works of
art. The Rani-Ki-Vav is one such monument. The Vavs of Gujarat are not merely sites for
collecting water and socializing, but simultaneously hold great spiritual significance. They
were originally constructed in a simple form, but became more intricate over the years.

Rani Udayamati of the Solanki dynasty commissioned this Vav or stepwell, in 1063 in the
memory of her husband King Bhimdev |. The Vav was later flooded by the nearby Saraswati
river and silted over until the late 1960s, when it was excavated by the Archaeological
Survey of India, with the carvings found in pristine condition. Rani-Ki-Vav is amongst the
finest stepwellsin India, and one of the most famous legacies of the ancient capital city.




The architectural brilliance
and elegance of the Vav is
represented in its pristine glory
in its ornamental work. The
beautifully proportioned
sculptures of gracefully carved
Mahisasurmardini, Parvati and
other Saiva sculptures, Vishnu
Dashavtaras - as Matsya, Kurma,
Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana,
Parasurama, Ramachandra,
Krisna, Buddha, Kalki and other
forms adorn the walls of the well,
being ample testimony to the
mastery of Solanki sculptors in
depicting rhythm, vigour, beauty
and various moodsin stone.

The female figures have been
depicted in various poses
of Apsaras, Nagkanya and
Yogini, etc.

Befitting its name, the Rani-ki-Vav
is now considered to be the
QUEEN AMONG THE STEPWELLS
OF INDIA.

Come to Rani-Ki-Vav and step
into history itself. Relive the
golden times and bask in the
wondrous architecture. Breathe
in a bit of the past, breathe in
Guijarat.

Location: At Patan, 134 km west
of Ahmedabad.

Visiting hours: Open from
08.00 am to 06.00 pm, every day.




How to reach here:

By Road: Distance from Ahmedabad to Patan
is 126 km and it takes around 2.15 hours. From
Mehsanaitis 52 km.

By Rail: The train can take you to Mehsana
(1.5 hours). From there you will need to catcha
bus to Patan.

By Air: Nearest airportis Ahmedabad.
Entry Fee: Indians 5/-; Foreigners 2 USD.

Nearest Tourism Office:

H. K. House, Opposite Bata Showroom,
Ashram Road, Ahmedabad.

Tel: +91 79 26578044 / 46 / 26589172.
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™ For further information contact:
Tourism Corporation of Gujarat Limited
Phone: 1800 200 5080 (Toll free)

Guigraf  Website: www.gujarattourism.com

Customised Packages Available




